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14-day self-drive trip – South of Namibia
Otjiwarongo - Etosha East - Etosha South - Twyfelfontein - Swakopmund - Sossusvlei - Lüderitz - Fish River Canyon -

Keetmanshoop - Mariental
14 Days / 13 Nights

Date of Issue: 03 March 2020
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Introduction

Key
B&B: Bed and Breakfast
D,B&B: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast

Start Accommodation Destination Basis Room Type Duration

Day 1 Village Boutique Hotel Otjiwarongo B&B 1x Twin Room 1 Night

Day 2 Emanya@Etosha Game Lodge Etosha East D,B&B 1x Double Room 1 Night

Day 3 Etosha Safari Camp Etosha South B&B 1x Standard Twin
Rooms

1 Night

Day 4 Twyfelfontein Country Lodge Twyfelfontein D,B&B 1x Twin Room 1 Night

Day 5 Namib Guesthouse Swakopmund B&B 1x Standard Room 2 Nights

Day 7 Agama Lodge Sossusvlei D,B&B 1x Luxury Bungalow 2 Nights

Day 9 Island Cottage Lüderitz B&B 1x Standard Double 2 Nights

Day 11 Canyon Village Gondwana
Collection Namibia

Fish River Canyon B&B 1x Standard Twin
Room

1 Night

Day 12 Quivertree Forest Rest Camp Keetmanshoop D,B&B 1 Night

Day 13 Camelthorn Kalahari Lodge Mariental D,B&B 1x Twin Room 1 Night
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Price
In low season (until 30th June 2020):
Price per person sharing a double/twin room:
Based on 2 participants: 2 121 euros

In high season (from 1st July until 31st October 2020):
Price per person sharing a double/twin room:
Based on 2 participants: 2 403 euros

Included
 Accommodation as per program (subject to availability at the time of booking)
 Meals as per program
 The car rental, as per option chosen and description (subject to availability with the quoted company, at the

time of booking)
 The rental of a coolbox
 A detailed roadbook, including a map, your vouchers, general information...
 A meet and greet on arrival (in English), to explain the tour and answer your questions
 Tourism Levy
 VAT (15% applicable)
 24/7 access to our emergency phone, with friendly service

Excluded
 The international flight (See separate quotation)
 Optional activities or entrance fees (no activity is included)
 The services of a guide
 Personal expenses, such as souvenirs, beverages, telephone calls, laundry…
 Meals not mentioned as included
 All tips and gratuities (to the accommodation, the local guides, porterage, tips in restaurants...)
 Bank charges from your own bank and any intermediary bank
 Personal travel insurance, and for medical evacuation/assistance, and lost luggage and cancellation
 Government imposed increase of taxes and/or park fees
 Visa fees (if applicable)
 Any service not clearly mentioned in the itinerary
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Day 1
Village Boutique Hotel, Otjiwarongo

Otjiwarongo – meaning ‘the place of fat cattle’ – is a tranquil, German-influenced town with numerous lodging
options, shops and other amenities, making it ideal for a stopover en route to Windhoek, Etosha National Park and
the Waterberg Plateau. Points of interest include a good craft market, the Cheetah Conservation Fund and the
Crocodile Ranch, where visitors can view these fascinating reptiles and, if they fancy, sample a selection of crocodile
meat dishes at the ranch restaurant.

Day Itinerary
295 km > +/- 04h00

Arrival to Hosea Kutako in the early morning (if the arrival is later than 09h00, an extra night should be added).

Pass through immigration, get your bags, and after going through Customs, meet a representative who will hand in
your detailed roadblock, oversee the handing over of the car, explain your tour and answer any question you may
have.

Drive towards Windhoek, and then continue to the North through Okahandja, to Otjiwarongo. You can stop on the
way in Okahandja, to browse through the wooden craft market.

Lunch and dinner at leisure

Overnight: Village Boutique Hotel
The Village Boutique Hotel (which is the newest and most modern in Otjiwarongo) is a perfect stop over on the way
to Etosha and other Northern tourist sites or as the ideal weekend retreat while you visit the Cheetah Conservation,
the Waterberg Plateau and other nearby attractions.
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Twin Room
Twin Room with with 2 x single beds, en-suite bathroom, modern decor, air-conditioning and quality linen

Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 2
Emanya@Etosha Game Lodge, Etosha East

Located in Northwestern Namibia, Etosha East is a protected sanctuary in the eastern part of the world-renowned
Etosha National Park, known as one of the most accessible game reserves in Southern Africa. Etosha East boasts vast
open plains scattered with semi-arid savannah grasslands dotted with watering holes and secluded bush camps. An
impressive 5000-square-kilometre Etosha salt pan makes up a large area of the eastern side of the park and can even
be seen from space. This remote area teems with abundant wildlife such as lions, elephants, black rhinos and giraffes,
as well as a variety of birdlife featuring flamingos, ostriches, eagles, hornbills, and owls.

Day Itinerary
275 km > +/- 03h30 + game drive

Breakfast

Depart North to the Eastern side of Etosha. Or possibility to do a detour and go to the CCF (fees to be paid).

Lunch at leisure

In the afternoon, if your arrival time enables it, you can depart for a first game drive in Etosha, with your tour
vehicle (entrance fees to be paid). On supplement, possibility to rather do the game drive with a guide and open
vehicle of the lodge.

Dinner and night

Optional

Recommended

Morning Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF)

Morning Cheetah Conservation Fund Cheetah Drive

Morning Cheetah Conservation Fund Cheetah Run

Afternoon Etosha National Park
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Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF)
The Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF) was founded in 1990 by Dr. Laurie Marker. CCF's mission is to be an
internationally recognized center of excellence in research and education on cheetahs and their eco-systems,
working with all stakeholders to achieve best practice in the conservation and management of the world's cheetahs.
As Namibia has the largest and healthiest population of cheetahs left in the world, CCF's International Research and
Education Center is based in Namibia, 40 km East of Otjiwarongo. The large modern Education Center houses a
museum that provides visitors and students the opportunity to learn more about the behavior and biology of the
cheetah, and the Namibian ecosystem that supports Africa's most endangered cat species. The excellent graphics
and interactive displays in the center bring the visitor through the history of the cheetah from pre-history to modern
times, and explain how their range and numbers have diminished. A small fee for visiting the center is required, the
funds go back into the conservation efforts of the CCF. The tour can take place Monday through Sunday, from
8.00am to 4.00pm, on the hour, and usually lasts 1 to 2 hours.

The entrance fee also includes, if you are there at that time, the feeding of Cheetahs (at 14:00 weekdays and 12:00
on Weekends).

Cheetah Conservation Fund Cheetah Drive
Guests at Cheetah Ecolodge can enjoy a 1-hour game drive into a cheetah camp at the main center to meet some of
the beautiful wildlife who live at the reserve, it is a great photo opportunity. The reserve is located at the Cheetah
Conservation Fund in the vast tranquil bushveld of Otjiwarongo, Namibia. The country has earned the nickname
“Cheetah Capital of the World” for having the largest population of wild cheetahs than any other area on Earth.

Cheetah Conservation Fund Cheetah Run
Visitors can experience a 30-minute duration thrill of close up views of cheetahs running as the animals commence
with their morning exercise at the Cheetah Ecolodge, located in Otjiwarongo, Namibia. The cheetahs will be ‘hunting’
the reserve’s specially made lure, during this time one will have the chance to capture memorable photos and videos
of their magnificent speed. The country has earned the nickname “Cheetah Capital of the World” for having the
greatest density of wild cheetahs of any area on Earth.
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Etosha National Park
Situated in northwestern Namibia, the Etosha National Park offers a premier game viewing experience. The park’s
diverse vegetation ranges from dense bush to open plains attracting a variety of wildlife. Located in the heart of the
park is the Etosha Pan - a shallow depression that covers an area of 5000 square kilometres. Dry and shimmering for
most of the year, the pans fill up with water after seasonal rains, making it the perfect habitat for wildlife. In the dry
season, the wildlife is attracted to the perennial springs and waterholes that makes for excellent game viewing.
Visitors can look forward to world-class game viewing including a variety of large mammals such as lion, elephant,
leopard, rhino, zebra, giraffe, a diversity of birdlife such as flamingos and pelicans.

Overnight: Emanya@Etosha Game Lodge
Emanya@Etosha is situated a mere 20 minutes' drive from the renowned Etosha National Park – the ultimate African
wilderness experience. Twenty-seven major species of game roam this Namibian nature reserve, making
Emanya@Etosha the ideal get-away for a safari holiday. Here, you are always surrounded by views of nature. Explore
the warm soul of the African bush from the supreme comfort of your sumptuous accommodation, and participate in
our Etosha Safari Drives early morning, bird-watching safaris and game drives at sunset or after dark.

Privately owned, Emanya@Etosha accommodates up to 40 people, and offers the ideal conference facilities as well
as an idyllic wedding venue overlooking a waterhole.

Allow us to spoil you with a foot massage upon your return from a game drive in Etosha - in fact surrender yourself
to 24-hour pampering. Taste superior wines in our wine cellar, and enjoy the scrumptious meals of master chefs.
Discover true rejuvenation at our foot spa, and luxuriate beside the limpid pool at sunset. Lose yourself in complete
tranquillity, and find the true spirit of Namibia.
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Double Room
Equipped with a King-size bed (which can be converted in 2 x 3/4 beds), en-suite bathroom with shower, air-con,
coffee and tea station.

Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
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Day 3
Etosha Safari Camp, Etosha South

Located just south of the boundary of Etosha National Park in northwestern Namibia, Etosha South makes up the
southern region of this wild paradise. Ongava Private Game Reserve shares the southern boundary with Etosha
National Park and offers an array of luxury lodges overlooking picturesque landscapes dotted with abundant wildlife.
The national park can be accessed via the southern entrance at Andersson’s Gate. Visitors can catch a glimpse of a
variety of wildlife including: lion, giraffe, elephant, white and black rhino, and a multitude of plains game. Popular
activities include game drives in Etosha. According to where you overnight, you may be able to experience tracking
rhinos on foot, guided nature walks, or watching the sunset over this magnificent landscape.

Day Itinerary
+/- 200 km of game drive in the day

Breakfast

Depart this morning to Etosha, for a full day game drive in the park, in your tour vehicle. As you cross the park to its
South, different vegetation will host the animals. As you look for the animals, you head to the South of the park.

Lunch at leisure

Exit the park from its south gate in the afternoon, and check-in at your lodge.

Dinner at leisure

Overnight: Etosha Safari Camp View iBrochure
Etosha Safari Camp is located 10 km south of Andersson Gate on the C 38 (Etosha National Park).

Tap toes to an African beat in the novel Oshebeena Bar and relax at this friendly Camp, 10 kilometres from Etosha
National Park. 50 chalets, shaded by mopane trees, and a grassy campsite provide a comfortable home from which
to explore the abundant animal kingdom. Legendary.
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Standard Twin Rooms
The rooms are nested amongst Mopane trees.

Each room has twin beds, en suite bathroom (shower), air-conditioner and a small veranda.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 4
Twyfelfontein Country Lodge, Twyfelfontein

Set in the Kunene Region of northwestern Namibia, Twylfelfontein is a spectacularly scenic area, featuring one of the
largest and most important concentrations of rock art in Africa. The name ‘Twyfelfontein’ translates to ‘Fountain of
Doubt’, which refers to the perennial spring situated in the impressive Huab valley flanked by the slopes of a
sandstone table mountain. It was this spring that attracted Stone Age hunters over six thousand years ago, and it
was during this time that the extensive group of rock engravings and paintings were produced. Visitors can look
forward to basing themselves at some wonderfully shady campsites along the Aba-Huab riverbed, while exploring
over thirty different sites of these sacred records of ritual practices relating to traditional hunter-gatherer
communities.

Day Itinerary
320 km > +/- 05h00

Breakfast

Depart south towards the Twyfelontein area. On the way, possibility to stop and visit the Petrified Forest (entrance
fee to be paid on spot).

Lunch at leisure

In the afternoon, you can visit the Twyfelfontein engravings, a UNESCO World-Heritage site, or the Burnt Mountain
and Organ Pipes, or the Damara Living Museum. Or you can depart with the lodge for a 4x4 excursion into the
nearby riverbeds, looking for the desert-adapted elephants (with supplement).

Dinner and night

Optional
Morning Petrified Forest

Afternoon Damara Living Museum

Afternoon Ephemeral River Drive

Afternoon Twyfelfontein Rock Art

Afternoon Burnt Mountain
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Petrified Forest
Situated approximately 50 kilometers west of the town of Khorixas, in an area of open veld, lies a large deposit of
massive tree trunks that have "turned to stone" through a process of diagenesis. These petrified tree trunks are up
to 34metres long, 6 metres in circumference and are approximately 260 million years old. Due to the lack of root or
branch remains, it’s believed that the trees were washed down an ancient river to the site in a massive flood.

Damara Living Museum
Observe and experience the traditional Damara way of life right in the heart of their traditional homelands. A unique
opportunity to see a way of life that is slowly dying out. Open daily.

Ephemeral River Drive
During a 4x4 excursion, marvel at the rich vegetation with the possibility to encounter desert-adapted Elephants in
the dry Aba-Huab River bed (visibility not guaranteed, excursion subject to the meteorological conditions).

Twyfelfontein Rock Art
Twyfelfontein is a World Heritage Site boasting one of the richest rock art concentrations in Africa. Thousands of
tourists come to this site each year to view some 2, 500 Stone Age rock engravings. The area is home to 17 rock art
sites, which collectively encompass 212 engraved stone slabs. There are an additional 13 sites displaying rock
paintings.

Afternoon Organ Pipes
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Burnt Mountain
Burnt Mountain is a small hill located near Twyfelfontein and just a kilometre from the Organ Pipes in Damaraland,
Namibia. This national monument displays an intense variety of colours formed by volcanic activity interacting with
organic material that transformed into a sedimentary bed over 125 million years ago.

Organ Pipes
The Organ Pipes are located near Twyfelfontein and a few kilometres to the Burnt Mountain in Damaraland, Namibia.
It is a 100m long feature of unusual dolomite columns these rocks were formed by volcanic activity and after erosion,
the rocks have remained in the form of organ pipes.

Overnight: Twyfelfontein Country Lodge View iBrochure
Welcome to Twyfelfontein Country Lodge. A true landmark situated in the heart of one of the world’s most
magnificent wilderness regions. Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Twyfelfontein in Damaraland is home to
one of the largest collections of rock-art engravings found in Southern Africa. Not only did the Khoi-San and tribes of
ancient years leave us with a true cultural heritage, but the whole area is characterised by natural wonders such as
Doros Crater, Burnt Mountain, Organ Pipes, Petrified Forest and desert adapted animals – of which the desert
adapted elephant is probably the most well-known species.

Nestled along the mountainside, the lodge beautifully blends in with its surrounding environment. Using natural
stone, carefully selected paint colours and thatched roofs, its design compliments the sandstone rock formations
with minimum visual impact on this picturesque landscape. Magnificent views from the deck over the Huab Valley,
desert plains and distant mountains provides for hours of relaxed comfort, peace and tranquility.



P a g e | 15

Twin Room
The lodge offers 56 beautifully appointed rooms of various layout and sleeping arrangements. Whether travelling
alone, as a group, or extended family, our Twin, Double, Triple and Interleading Rooms can accommodate your
required sleeping needs. Decorated with natural materials according to the local African theme and rounded off with
luxury linen, guests are spoiled with comfort and serenity amidst an arid desert backdrop.

Construction of the lodge is such that half the rooms have a view over the plains and the other half a view of the red
sandstone mountains. Specific views are very much a matter of personal preference\taste. Large spotlights light up
the mountains at night providing for a majestic atmosphere. Rooms on the mountain side do have a bit more shelter
from environmental elements, as well as a bit more privacy from the main walk-ways between the rooms and the
main building. Please do inform the reservations office should a specific “room view” have preference. They will do
their best to accommodate individual requests.

All rooms have ceiling fans, air-conditioning, en-suite bathrooms, mosquito nets and an electronic safe.

Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
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Day 5
Namib Guesthouse, Swakopmund

Set along Namibia's spectacularly scenic coast, the seaside town of Swakopmund is known for its wide-open avenues,
colonial architecture, and its surrounding otherworldly desert terrain. Founded in 1892 as the main harbour for
German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more German than Germany. Now a seaside
resort town, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has plenty to keep visitors happy.
The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, adventure options, laid-back atmosphere and cool sea breeze
make it a very popular Namibian destination. Visitors can look forward to a number of exciting activities including:
quad biking, horse riding, paragliding, fishing, sightseeing and fascinating desert tours.

Day Itinerary
335 km > +/- 05h00

Breakfast. Possibility to do a last visit in the area, before departing this morning towards Uis, from where you can
spot the Brandberg, the highest peak of Namibia. On the way, possibility to visit a Himba village, open to tourism.
You continue to the coast, where you can stop at the Zeila shipwreck, the latest shipwreck stranded on the Skeleton
Coast. Continue to Swakopmund, and check-in at your accommodation at the end of the day.

Lunch and dinner at leisure

Optional

Himba Cultural Excursion
Damaraland and the Kaokoveld, as well as southern parts or Angola, are home to the Himba, one of the last truly
traditional tribes on the planet. These friendly people are closely related to the Herero and lead a semi-nomadic life
as herdsmen, breeding mainly cattle and goats. By visiting their village with a local translator, you can learn more
about their proud and ancient lifestyle and traditions. Visitors will be able to see their cone-shaped homestead made
from palm leaves, mud and cattle dung and learn more about their unique customs and techniques.

Himba Cultural Excursion
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Overnight: Namib Guesthouse View iBrochure
Welcome to Namib Guesthouse! Uber-chic, eco-friendly and surprisingly serene, Namib Guesthouse is a charming
bed and breakfast designed with the contemporary traveller in mind.

With natural beauty, beaches, restaurants, bistros, leisure activities and the possibility of adventure in every
direction, our Swakopmund guesthouse is superbly located. Our rooms are spacious, luxurious, and immaculately
kept; our hosts are renowned for their effortless charm; our breakfasts are scrumptious; our parking is secure; and
our entire establishment is wheelchair friendly.

Standard Room
The standard rooms consists of a double or twin beds. The room is also equipped with a flat-screen television with
DSTV channels, tea and coffee station, laptop safe, hairdryer, and free Wi-Fi with high speed internet.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast

Day 6
Namib Guesthouse, Swakopmund

Day Itinerary
Breakfast.
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You have the day at leisure in the coastal town of Swakopmund. With supplement, you can partake in different
activities offered in Swakopmund or around Walvis Bay. You can also enjoy the numerous cafés or go shopping. Your
guide will be at your disposal to take you to the activities and back, or in town, as well as to the restaurants.

Lunch and dinner at leisure

Optional

Walvis Bay Marine Cruise
Experience the amazing riches of the Atlantic Ocean during a morning marine cruise on the Walvis Bay Lagoon, for
about 3h00. See an abundance of bird and mammal life up close and delight in the sea air, while experiencing the
region’s natural beauty! Several operators run boat cruises there, either in speed boats or in catamarans, departing
from the Walvis Bay Waterfront or the Tanker Jetty.

Your sightings include cape fur seals as well as different birds (pelicans, cormorants...). With a bit of luck, you may
also spot some dolphins (Heavy side or Bottlenose), mola molas, turtles, and in season (July to November), you may
spot whales. Leaving behind the coast, cutting across the middle of the bay, you head to Pelican Point spotting birds
and sealife along the way. From Pelican Point, the boat will follow the inside of the bay up to Walvis Bay's Lighthouse,
an old wreck and the Oyster farms. Your skipper will spoil you with complementary finger platters, soft drinks,
Namibian beer, juice and water. Freshly served oysters accompanied by a great brut sparkling wine top off this
delicious treat!

Sandwich Harbour 4x4 excursion
Sandwich Harbor, located approximately 50 kilometers south of Walvis Bay, is part of the Namib-Naukluft Park. It is a
natural lagoon and a protected wetland on the Skeleton coast, framed by sand dunes on one side and the Atlantic
Ocean on the other. Giant sand dunes penetrate directly into the ocean, creating breathtaking and unique
landscapes!

The tour begins at Walvis Bay. After a short break at the Walvis Bay Lagoon to enjoy the scenery and bird life (and
hopefully see masses of flamingos in season), the road to Sandwich Harbor takes you to the first dunes and the

Walvis Bay Marine Cruise

Sandwich Harbour 4x4 excursion

Swakopmund Fat Bike Scenic Desert Tour

Desert Explorers Quad Biking 90min Tour

Desert Explorers Sand Boarding

Mondesa Township Tour
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Kuiseb River Delta, a dry riverbed where the strange springbok, jackal or ostrich can still be seen. Drive on the beach,
between the overwhelming ocean and the ancient dunes of Namib, and get explanations from your guide about
desert life. If weather and tide conditions allow, you will arrive directly at Sandwich Harbor. When you reach the top
of the dunes, you have a little time to explore, and you can enjoy endless views of the sand and the sky. It is then
time to enjoy a light lunch (finger food) and drinks in the desert (on the beach or in the dunes). On the way back to
Walvis Bay, you will discover driving dunes and slide on the famous roaring dunes. You will also stop to admire the
pink saltworks, before returning to Walvis Bay.

This activity can be offered for half a day (morning or afternoon, +/- 4 to 5 hours) or for a full day (+/- 6 to 7 hours);
the exact stops may vary slightly depending on the company organizing the trip.

Swakopmund Fat Bike Scenic Desert Tour
The Scenic Desert Tour is an unforgettable and unique experience offered by Swakopmund Fat Bike Tours. Visitors
will enjoy the thrill of cycling up and down Namibia's famous dunes whilst taking in the breathtaking scenery of the
oldest desert in the world.

The scenic desert tour is around 12 - 14km long and includes cycling in town, through the dry river bed and up and
down stunning dunes. Although everyone appreciates the amazing scenery, a relative level of fitness and knowing
how to ride a bicycle is required to fully enjoy this tour.

Desert Explorers Quad Biking 90min Tour
Located in Swakopmund, Namibia, Desert Explorers Quad Biking 90min Tour takes visitors on a pleasant guided quad
bike tour. The 30-kilometre tour takes place in the Namib desert.
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Desert Explorers Sand Boarding
Desert Explorers offer a range of activities in the desert, including lie-down or stand-up sandboarding. No experience
is needed for either and six different slopes are included in the lie-down option. Speeds of up to 80km/h can be
reached for the maximum adrenaline buzz. Stand-up sand boarding is snowboarding with a difference. Two slopes
are on offer with various runs on either. This awesome full morning outing is guaranteed to get the adrenaline
pumping.

Mondesa Township Tour
The township of Mondesa was established in the early 1950's to provide housing for black people working in
Swakopmund.

A variety of tour operators offer tours through this fascinating township and a typical tour will include the
opportunity to chat with locals and visit them in their homes, a visit to a traditional Nama herbalist, a drink at one of
the local shebeens, lunch at a typical African restaurant, and traditional dancing.

Visits to clinics, schools, and creches can also be arranged through tour operators.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 7
Agama Lodge, Sossusvlei

Located in the scenic Namib-Naukluft National Park, Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes of the
Namib. The clear blue skies contrast with the giant red dunes to make this one of the most scenic natural wonders of
Africa and a photographer's heaven. This awe-inspiring destination is possibly Namibia's premier attraction, with its
unique dunes rising to almost 400 metres-some of the highest in the world. These iconic dunes come alive in
morning and evening light and draw photography enthusiasts from around the globe. Sossusvlei is home to a variety
desert wildlife including oryx, springbok, ostrich and a variety of reptiles. Visitors can climb 'Big Daddy', one of
Sossusvlei’s tallest dunes; explore Deadvlei, a white, salt, claypan dotted with ancient trees; or for the more
extravagant, scenic flights and hot air ballooning are on offer, followed by a once-in-a-lifetime champagne breakfast
amidst these majestic dunes.

Day Itinerary
300 km > +/- 05h00

Breakfast. Depart south towards Walvis Bay, and continue to the Kuiseb Pass, interesting riverbed as it stops the
sand progression towards the north. After having gone through the Ghaub Pass, you will cross the Tropic of
Capricorn and its sign, great photo opportunity. Continue towards the quirky little village of Solitaire with its vintage
cars, where you can buy a renowned piece of Appfle Struddle… Continue to your lodge, where you will be based for
the next two nights, and check-in at your accommodation in the afternoon.

Lunch at leisure on the way

Dinner

Kuiseb Pass
Kuiseb Pass takes you through the Kuiseb Canyon, the watercourse of which only flows occasionally but often
enough to halt the advance of the red sands of the Namib.



P a g e | 22

Tropic of Capricorn
Located just South of Walvis Bay in Solitaire, is the approximate latitude of the Tropic of Capricorn at 23.5 degrees
South. The Tropic of Capricorn is one of the 5 major circles of latitude and the southernmost point of latitude from
where the sun can be seen directly overhead. This point of latitude runs through many other countries such as Brazil,
Mozambique and Australia to name a few.

Solitaire
Situated in the Khomas region of Central Namibia, the desert town of Solitaire serves as an oasis in the Namib
Desert. There is not much to do or see in the small village of Solitaire, but it nevertheless, it is an important stop on
the way to the ancient dunes of Sossusvlei as it provides the only petrol station, general store and post office
between Sossusvlei and Walvis Bay. Solitaire also has a small bar and is renowned for its famous apple pie- said to be
the best in Namibia. Home to a luxury desert lodge, a motel and a campsite, visitors can easily find comfortable
accommodation in Solitaire. Enjoy a scenic sundowner with views of the spectacular Namib desert, hike and bike
through the unspoilt natural scenery and visit the local Cheetah Sanctuary.

Overnight: Agama Lodge View iBrochure
At Agama River Lodge & Camp, Jonathan and Monique Leach have developed a wonderful oasis. Together they
started with a simple group of campsites which include well decorated and spotlessly clean ablution blocks partly
open to the skies!

Recently they have added ten rustic style Chalets with modern amenities and comforts inside, while the solid roofs
serve as a private viewing platform or an ideal position for stargazing at night - or even a place to sleep under the
stars. The main camp buildings incorporate a cosy bar, a friendly restaurant which serves excellent meals and a large
viewing deck for sunsets.

Luxury Bungalow
Identically furnished to other Chalet two of the rooms offer an interlinking door ideal for families.

Upstairs deck for sleeping under the stars - prebooking required.
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Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast

Day 8
Agama Lodge, Sossusvlei

Day Itinerary
+/- 240 km in the day

Early breakfast

You can depart before sunrise to Sesriem, and when the park opens, you enter the Sesriem gate, with your 4x4.
You travel towards Sossusvlei and Deadvlei, in the dunes corridor, that are changing colours as the sun rises. The
last 5 km in the sand are done with your 4x4 of the tour, or if you prefer, there is a 4x4 shuttle you can take (with
supplement). Visit of Sossusvlei and Deadvlei, time to wander around, discover the area and take amazing pictures.

On your way out of the park, you can stop at Dune 45 before proceeding to the visit of the Sesriem Canyon. Exit the
park in the afternoon and return to your accommodation.

Lunch at leisure

Dinner

Recommended

Dead Vlei
This ancient clay pan was once an oasis, studded with acacias and fed by a river that suddenly changed course,
leaving the earth to dry up along with the trees it previously supported. So dry were the climatic conditions that the

Dead Vlei

Sossusvlei - The Vlei

Big Daddy 250m

Dune 45

Sesriem Canyon
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trees never decomposed – instead they were entirely leached of moisture so that today, 900 years later, they remain
as desiccated, blackened sentinels dotting the pan’s cracked surface. Surrounded by the red-pink dunes of the
Namibia Desert, they create a surreal spectacle that is a photographer's dream.

Sossusvlei - The Vlei
This is the vlei itself where, for now, the waters of the Tsauchab River disappear into the red sands of the Namib.

Big Daddy 250m
Big Daddy is the tallest dune in the Sossusvlei area. This magnificent dune is situated between Sossusvlei and
Deadvlei and at 325 meters it dwarfs the other dunes. Should you want the ultimate bragging rights, take a lot of
water and trek to the top of Big Daddy where you can look down onto Deadvlei.

At 325 meters, Big Daddy may be the highest dune in the Sossusvlei area, however it is not the highest in the Namib
Desert. This honour is given to Dune 7, which has been measured at 388m. Dune 7 earned its name by being the
7th dune along the Tsauchab River.

Dune 45
Named for its location 45 kilometres past the town of Sesriem, Dune 45 is renowned for its elegant shape, which –
along with its position close to the road – have earned it the distinction of ‘most photographed dune in the world’. If
you’re not keen for the strenuous hike to the top of Big Daddy, Dune 45 is a more forgiving alternative, standing at
only 80 metres and featuring a much gentler gradient.

Sesriem Canyon
Sesriem Canyon, a deep chasm carved through the rocks by water, is a striking natural feature of the area that is best
explored on foot. Stony walls rise up sharply on both sides of the canyon, while birds roost in its crags and lizards
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dart along the ledges. The canyon’s name was coined when early settlers used it as a water source, using six lengths
of leather (‘ses riem – six thongs) tied together to lower buckets into the water at the base of canyon.

Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
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Day 9
Island Cottage, Lüderitz

Sandwiched between the rugged and stark Atlantic Coast and the arid Namib Desert, the town of Lüderitz is set in an
incredibly unique geographical setting. This seaside town is something of an anomaly frozen in time – a piece of
19th-century Bavaria bordering the pinkish sand dunes of the Namib Desert. Lutheran churches, German bakeries,
and colonial buildings boasting German art nouveau architecture are dotted about the settlement, while its
windswept beaches are home to flamingos, ostriches, seals and penguins. The nearby ghost town of Kolmanskop,
which has been taken over by the desert dunes, is one of the most fascinating area attractions, located
approximately 10 kilometres from Lüderitz central. Visitors can also take a trip to discover the wild desert-adapted
horses located near the small town of Aus.

Day Itinerary
520 km > +/- 07h00 to 07h30

Depart to the Scenic South. If the condition of the road allows it, you can take the scenic gravel road D707, along the
Namib-Naukluft Park, reputed for the beauty of its landscapes.

Lunch at leisure

Shortly after the small village of Aus, you can stop at the Garub waterhole, to spot the wild desert horses. Check-in
at your accommodation in the coastal town of Lüderitz in the afternoon.

Dinner at leisure in a restaurant in town

Overnight: Island Cottage
Island Cottage, situated on Shark Island, only 800m from the Namibian town of Luderitz, is a self-catering
establishment consisting of three cottages, each with a spectacular sea view. All cottages are non-smoking and are
cleaned daily. There are braai facilities and all fire-making requirements are supplied. Basic kitchen facilities are
provided but if you do not want to self-cater, there are various local restaurants and bars where you can enjoy a
good meal.
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Standard Double
This is a double room only with a breakfast nook. Equipped with cutlery, toaster, kettle microwave and braai pan.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast

Day 10
Island Cottage, Lüderitz

Day Itinerary
Breakfast included at a nearby guesthouse (since Island Cottage doesn't organise breakfasts)

You can visit this morning to the Ghost Town of Kolmanskop, about 10 km away from Lüderitz. This is a guided visit
of this old mining town, nowadays taken over by the shifting sand. You also have time to explore and take many
interesting pictures.

Lunch at leisure

In the afternoon, you can depart with your vehicle for a town visit, as well as to the Lüderitz Bay and Diaz Point.

O you can partake in a full day activity towards the restricted Diamond area, to visit some old mining towns and the
famous rock Arch of Bogenfels (it needs to be arranged in advance, for a permit to be issued in order to be able to
partake in this activity).

Dinner at leisure

Optional

Kolmanskop
Amongst the sands of the Namib, the crumbling buildings of a small, once-luxurious town emerge from the drifting
dunes. This ghost town is Kolmanskop, a reminder of the wealth of a time when diamonds could be picked by hand
from the desert, and a remarkable photographic opportunity with few equals anywhere on earth.

Morning Kolmanskop

Full day Coastway Safaris Pomona/Bogenfels Tour
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Coastway Safaris Pomona/Bogenfels Tour
Bogenfels is a famous rock arch that is about 60m high, standing with one foot in the sea and the other on land.

The Pomona/Bogenfels Tour is a day tour in the Sperrgebiet area where De Beers are still mining. The tour includes
the old ghost towns of Pomona and Bogenfels where visitors will see old mining equipment from the 1910-30's when
the Germans discovered the first diamonds in the area.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 11
Canyon Village Gondwana Collection Namibia, Fish River Canyon

Carving out an epic rocky wonderland in the south of Namibia, the Fish River has created Africa’s largest and the
world’s second largest canyon. Hot, dry and stony, the Fish River Canyon measures a whopping 160 kilometres in
length, at times 27 kilometres in width and 550 metres in depth. The awe-inspiring natural beauty of this ancient
geological marvel draws visitors from around the globe. For those looking for adventure, the intense 85 kilometre
Fish River Hiking Trail through1.5 billion years of geological history will definitely thrill avid adventure enthusiasts,
and for visitors looking to relax, head over to the canyon's southern end to enjoy a soak in the mineral waters of the
renowned hot springs of Ai-Ais, or take in the spectacularly scenic views from Hobas Restcamp as well as numerous
other viewpoints along its rim. Other popular activities include: scenic chartered flights (organised from Windhoek),
horse riding, and nature drives.

Day Itinerary
410 km > +/- 05h30

Breakfast included at a nearby guesthouse (since Island Cottage doesn't organise breakfasts)

Depart this morning to the Fish River Canyon. On the way, you can stop a last time at Garub waterhole, looking for
the desert horses, before continuing to your accommodation near the Fish River Canyon,

Depending on your arrival time, you may have the time to depart for an activity offered by the lodge (with
supplement).

Lunch and dinner at leisure

Overnight: Canyon Village Gondwana Collection Namibia View iBrochure
Canyon Village is located 20 km east of the Fish River Canyon on the C 37.

Suitable for a striking film set, Canyon Village lies at the foot of a sweeping rock face. Exhibiting authentic canyon
character, the sprawling lodge explores the story of the south in murals, traditional Nama dress and even a donkey
cart to convey baggage to rooms.
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Standard Twin Room
The Cape-Dutch cottages line the escarpment, sometimes referred to as a scene from a western film. Rooms are
spacious and have twin beds and an en suite bathroom (showers only). All rooms have air-conditioners and
complimentary tea and coffee.

Basis
Bed and Breakfast
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Day 12
Quivertree Forest Rest Camp, Keetmanshoop

Situated along the Trans-Namib Railway, in the ǁKaras region of southern Namibia, the town of Keetmanshoop is
known as the capital of southern Namibia. Founded in 1860, this southern Namibian town is a living slice of history.
German colonial architecture is dotted around the town and the local museum, housed in an old church, provides
interesting insight into the town’s heritage. Just a short drive out of town, the Quiver Tree Forest is a sea of spikes
and twisted trunks, while the neighbouring ‘Giant’s Playground’ is an evocative expanse of strange rock formations.
Both offer superb opportunities for photography, particularly at sunset. Visitors can look forward to exploring the
scenic and historic attractions of this amazing place and enjoy an array of wonderful activities.

Day Itinerary
170 km > +/- 02h30

Breakfast. You can depart this morning to the Fish River Canyon, which you can observe along its rim via different
viewpoints (entrance fees to be paid).

Lunch at leisure

You then drive to the north, and check-in at your accommodation in the afternoon.

Possibility to visit the Quiver Tree Forest (entrance fees to be paid).

Dinner and night

Optional

Fish River Canyon Viewpoint
Located in Southern Namibia, the Fish River Canyon is the largest canyon in Africa and draws many visitors each year.
This viewpoint has a beautiful panoramic view of the canyon where visitors can, if there is enough water, witness the
Fish River flow through sharp corners amidst rocky terrain.

Fish River Canyon Viewpoint

Quiver Tree Forest
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Quiver Tree Forest
Some 14 kilometres from Keetmanshoop is a striking natural phenomenon that is well worth a visit: a natural forest
of roughly 200 quiver trees, set on a large outcrop of blackish dolerite rocks. Named for the pliable bark that was
once used by bushmen to craft quivers for their arrows, quiver trees are in fact not trees at all, but unusually large
succulents with scaly bark and twisted branches topped with spiky, fleshy leaves. The most mature specimens here
are between 200 and 300 years old, and some measure as high as nine metres. The forest, which was declared a
national monument in 1955, is best viewed at sunrise or sunset, when the soft, warm light further enhances this
already captivating sight.

Overnight: Quivertree Forest Rest Camp
The Quivertree Forest Rest Camp, located on the farm Gariganus just 13 km northeast of Keetmanshoop on road
M29, offer tourists comfortable accommodation amid a pristine Namibian landscape. On the farm, visitors can
explore the ancient and famous Quivertree Forest and the dolerite rock formations of the Giants Playground at their
leisure.

Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
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Day 13
Camelthorn Kalahari Lodge, Mariental

Situated in south central Namibia, fringing the Kalahari Desert, the city of Mariental lies along the TransNamib
railway and serves as the Hardap Region’s commercial and administrative capital. It provides an important petrol
stop before heading west to Sesriem to view the red-orange dunes of Sossusvlei. Mariental is located close to
magnificent the Hardap Dam, which is the largest reservoir in Namibia. The Hardap Irrigation Scheme has breathed
life into this arid terrain, which is now fertile with farmlands covered in citrus, melons, lucerne, wine and maize, and
dotted with ostrich farms. The dam is a popular holiday resort which draws city slickers from Windhoek and offers an
array of watersports, scenic walks, and abundant wildlife in a 20000-hectare nature reserve set on its western bank;
where visitors can spot rhino, ostrich, antelope, springbok and a variety of bird species.

Day Itinerary
310 km > +/- 04h30

Breakfast. Depart this morning to the north, towards Mariental and the Kalahari Desert,

Lunch at leisure

Possibility (with supplement) to depart for a sundowner excursion in the lodge reserve, constituted of longitudinal
red dunes, typical of the Kalahari. You will also have the chance to spot some of the wildlife living in this
environment, before enjoying a drink and enjoying the sunset.

Dinner and night

Optional

Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve - 4x4 Safari
The Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve, situated in Kalkrand, Namibia, offers guests a 4x4 safari. Game drives are the most
popular activity at the Intu Afrika Game Reserve because of the high density of animals that live there and because
of the different landscapes. The sparse vegetation allows guests to easily spot the plethora of game that lives in the
reserve.

Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve - 4x4 Safari

Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve Quad Bike Safari
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The reserve is home to zebra, oryx, wildebeest, springbuck, waterbuck, kudu, blesbok, tsessebe, eland, ostrich,
giraffe and even a lioness and there are many interesting bird species to discover. The guides are extremely
knowledgeable and zealously share their passion for the animals, the plants, and the area. Game drives can be
booked in the morning or in the late afternoon which allows the Kalahari to show off its magical sunsets. After a 2-
hour drive, the guides set out a lavish display of snacks and drinks for guests to enjoy as they watch the sun set.

Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve Quad Bike Safari
The Intu Afrika Kalahari Reserve, situated in Kalkrand, Namibia, offers guests a quad bike safari. Guests are able to
drive through the red dunes of the Kalahari together with a guide, get close to the animals and feel at one with
nature. The quad bike safari allows guests to enjoy speed, the weather, fresh air, nature and the animals, all in one
activity. Guides take guests through the reserve, up and down dunes in search of various animals and birds.

Overnight: Camelthorn Kalahari Lodge
The 12 rooms are styled the with crisp white linen on comfortable beds. The San-inspired décor compliments this
stylish yet rustic style. The en-suite bathrooms are fitted with a large shower, air conditioning and a tea and coffee
station. This lodge is designed to cater for the more young at heart and the rooms are therefore at an adequate
distance from one another. Each rondavel has a small stone patio from which the captivating scenes of the Kalahari
Desert can be taken in.

An inviting, sparkling blue pool which attracts the odd Oryx despite there being a waterhole in close proximity is the
first sight to catch your eye as you enter the main area of the lodge. The lounge has comfortable leather seating and
is next to the bar that leads to a boma area where large fires are lit and barbecues can be enjoyed at night. An
upstairs restaurant overlooking the majestic sights serves an alternative area where sumptuous meals are served.
The kitchen is also replenished with organically grown vegetables from the neighbouring farm, Twilight and guests
truly enjoy the finest and freshest culinary delights that the Kalahari has to offer.
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Twin Room
Our spacious, comfortable Twin Chalets are completely private & separate from each other. Every room is air-
conditioned & has an en-suite bathroom with all modern conveniences. Outside terrace with amazing view of the
red sand dunes of the Kalahari Desert

Basis
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast

Day 14
End of Itinerary

Day Itinerary
295 km > +/- 04h00

Breakfast.

Drive back to Windhoek, before continuing to the international airport, where you drop off the car. You can then
embark on your outbound flight (departing not earlier than 14h30)

Lunch at leisure
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Transport

Car Rentals

Unlimited km and supercover insurance included (except for negligence, excess = NAD 0, and doesn’t cover the tyres
and windscreen), 2 authorised drivers

2 spare wheels included; manual gearbox, radio/CD player, air-con, power-stearing, air bags, central-locking (except
for the canopy), ABS

On option: to include the tyre and windscreen insurance (covers up to 2 tyres): + 130 euros in total

Start
Date

Pick Up Length Company Category Vehicle Drop Off End
Date

Day 1 Windhoek
Airport

14 Days Bidvest Car
Hire

1M 4x4 Double Cabin, 5
seats

Windhoek
Airport

Day 14
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Travel Information

Located in southwestern Africa, Namibia boasts a well-developed infrastructure, some of the best tourist facilities in
Africa, and an impressive list of breathtaking natural wonders. Visitors can explore the capital of Windhoek and
discover the lovely coastal town of Swakopmund boasting remnants of the country’s German influence, reflected in
the architecture, culture, cuisine and the annual Oktoberfest celebrations. To properly appreciate this extraordinary
country, you will have to venture out of the cities to explore the remarkable natural landscapes Namibia has to offer.
These include: the impressive Fish River Canyon; the vast Etosha National Park teeming with abundant wildlife, such
as lions, desert-adapted elephants and the Hartmann's Mountain Zebra; the hauntingly beautiful Kalahari Desert;
and of course the Namib Desert stretching for over 2000 km along the magnificent Atlantic Coast. Namibia is an ideal
destination for travellers seeking an unforgettable African experience in a uniquely beautiful untamed wilderness.

Banking and Currency
Currency

The currency of Namibia is The Namibian Dollar (NAD; symbol N$) is in note denominations of N$200, 100, 50, 20
and 10. Coins are in denominations of N$5, N$1, 50 cents, 10 cents and 5 cents. It is linked to the South African Rand
(R) on a 1:1 basis (South African Rand = 100 cents). The South African Rand is also acceptable as currency in Namibia.

The import and export of local currency is limited to N$50,000. The import of foreign currency is unlimited, provided
sums equal to or exceeding NAD5,000 are declared on arrival. Export of foreign currency is unlimited up to the
amount imported and declared.

Banking

Banking hours: Monday - Friday 09h00 to 15h30 and Satuday 08h30 to 11h00

Banks are found in most towns, with most being closed on Sundays and public holidays. Most of them offer foreign
exchange services - with cash, bank and credit cards as well as travellers cheques.

American Express, Diners Club, Mastercard and Visa are accepted. Credit cards are not usually accepted at petrol
stations, so bear this in mind when you visit the ATM. Setting aside an emergency petrol cash fund is a good idea if
you’re planning to drive.

You can also obtain cash from many of the ATMs. Several international banks have branches in main city centres.
Always advise your bank that you are travelling outside of the country as they might block your purchases if they
have not been informed.

To avoid additional exchange rate charges, take traveller's cheques in US Dollars or South African Rand. In general,
you can expect a better exchange rate for traveller’s cheques than for cash.
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Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Public transport in Namibia is geared towards the needs of the local populace, and is confined to main roads
between major population centres. Although cheap and reliable, it is of little use to the traveller as most of
Namibia’s tourist attractions lie off the beaten track.

It is easy to travel around Namibia by car, and a 2WD vehicle is perfectly adaquate for most journeys. However, long
distances, poor mobile phone coverage outside of main towns and infrequent petrol stations that only accept cash
mean that planning ahead is vital.

There are major airlines that fly into Windhoek and Swakopmund. Other destinations are reachable by car or charter
flight.

Namibians drive on the left and all signposts are in English. Seat belts must be worn at all times and talking in a
mobile phone while driving is prohibited. The general speed limit is 120km/h on tarred roads outside of towns and
100km/h on gravel roads. In built up areas, the speed limit is 60km/h.

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Traditional Namibian cuisine is rarely served and so the food at restaurants tends to be European in style and is,
generally, of a very high standard.

Namibia is very meat-orientated, and many menu options will feature steaks from various animals. However, there is
usually a vegetarian and seafood section offered by most camps and restaurants.

In the supermarkets you'll find pre-wrapped fresh fruit and vegetables (though the more remote the areas you visit,
the smaller your choice), and plenty of canned foods, pasta, rice, bread, etc. Most of this is imported from South
Africa.

The water in Namibia's main towns is generally safe to drink, though it may taste a little metallic if it has been piped
for miles. Natural sources should usually be purified, though water from underground springs and dry riverbeds
seldom causes any problems. However, filtered and bottled water are readily available in most towns and all camps,
lodges and hotels.

Climate and Weather
Partially covered by the Namib Desert, one of the world's driest deserts, Namibia's climate is generally very dry and
pleasant – it's fine to visit all year round. Namibia only receives a fraction of the rain experienced by countries
further east. Between about December to March some days will be humid and rain may follow, often in localised,
afternoon thunderstorms. These are more common in the centre and east of the country, and more unusual in the
desert.

April and especially May are often lovely months in Namibia. Increasingly dry, with a real freshness in the air, and
much greenery in the landscape; at this time the air is clear and largely free from dust.

From June to August Namibia cools down and dries out more; nights can become cold, dropping below freezing in
some desert areas. As the landscape dries so the game in the north of the country gravitates more to waterholes,
and is more easily seen by visitors. By September and October it warms up again; game-viewing in most areas is at
its best, although there's often a lot of dust around and the vegetation has lost its vibrancy.

November is a highly variable month. Sometimes the hot, dry weather will continue, at other times the sky will fill
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with clouds and threaten to rain – but if you're lucky enough to witness the first rains of the season, you'll never
forget the drama.

Clothing and Dress Recommendations
Namibians have a somewhat relaxes attitude to dress codes. A jacket and tie is very unusual. In fact, long trousers
and a shirt with buttons are often quite adequate for a formal occasion or work wear. A pair of sensible shoes, jeans
and a t-shirt is recommended.

During the day it is generally hot, so pack light weight loose fitting clothes in natural fabrics, such linen or cotton,
that will keep you cool and are easy to wash and dry.

Avoid blue clothing - the tsetse flies are drawn to the colour blue, and their bite can give you African Sleeping
Sickness.

Long sleeved shirts and long trousers will protect your against mosquitoes at night.

Electricity and Plug Standards
Electrical sockets in Namibia are Type M (SABS-1661). If your appliance's plug doesn't match the shape of these
sockets, you will need a travel plug adapter in order to plug in. Travel plug adapters simply change the shape of your
appliance's plug to match whatever type of socket you need to plug into. If it's crucial to be able to plug in no matter
what, bring an adapter for all types.

Electrical sockets in Namibia usually supply electricity at 230 volts AC / 50 Hz frequency. If you're plugging in an
appliance that was built for 230 volt electrical input, or an appliance that is compatible with multiple voltages, then
an adapter is all you need. If your appliance isn’t compatible with 230 volts, a voltage converter will be necessary.


